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New Zealand Standards Update 
NZS 3604 Timber framed buildings 

Standards New Zealand is currently revising NZS 3604 Timber framed     
buildings, which provides suitable methods and details for the design and   
construction of timber framed buildings up to three storeys high. 
CCANZ has engaged David Barnard to represent the cement and concrete 
industry on the P306 Technical Committee.  A range of draft clauses dealing 
with fibre reinforced concrete for Section 7.5 Concrete slab-on-ground floors 
for timber buildings will be submitted to the Technical Committee in order to 
bring NZS 3604 in line with requirements outlined in NZS 3101 Concrete 
structures standard: the design of concrete structures.  
Members of the group formed to re-write CCANZ Information Bulletin IB 39 
Fibre concrete will be kept up-to-date on developments, and sent information 
for comment.  Other fibre manufacturers and suppliers who wish to be         
involved should contact CCANZ project manager Alan Kirby alan@cca.org.nz 

CCANZ MfE & IPENZ Submissions 
CCANZ recently submitted a response to the Ministry for the Environment's 
(MfE) discussion document Waste Minimisation in New Zealand, which sought 
feedback on policy to implement the Waste Minimisation Act 2008. The salient 
points put forward by CCANZ were that a levy based on mass, as opposed to 
volume, is fundamentally flawed as it will disadvantage dense construction 
materials such as concrete. The allocation of 50% of the waste levy to local 
councils for waste minimisation administration was deemed excessive. It was 
suggested that a higher percentage of the levy be made available through the 
contestable fund to encourage waste minimisation initiatives.  
CCANZ has also responded to the draft IPENZ Practice Note - New Zealand    
Coldstore Engineering. The submission expressed the general view that     
sufficient recognition had not been given to the advantages of constructing 
coldstores using concrete systems - these include speed of erection,           
durability, whole-of-life costings, energy saving through thermal mass and fire 
resistance. To view these submission visit the CCANZ website.  

DBH release Building Code Review Report 
The Department of Building and Housing has released the November 2007 
report, Building for the 21st Century: Report on the Review of the Building 
Code. The report is the outcome of detailed engagement with the building and 
construction sector, and sought to consider views on how the Code might be 
improved to meet the needs of society and our built environment in the        
immediate and long-term future.  Download a copy from the DBH website. 
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Budget 2009 – Implications for the Concrete Industry 
 

 “Our confidence in recovery is confidence in the 
 resilience of New Zealanders - in our collective 
 ability to make practical changes that solve the 
 problems we face, to channel our resources and 
 our brainpower to where they are productive and 
 create new jobs.” 
 Bill English - Minister of Finance 

 

Although the strapline for Budget 2009 was “The Road to Recovery”            
commentators have been quick to highlight that while the measures           
announced yesterday set-out the initial steps on that journey, the    
landscape will be bleak for some time to come. 

Transportation Sector - No Surprises 
The Government’s intentions regarding transportation were revealed pre budget. These include $3 billion 
for the state highway net work over the next three years via changes in the National Land Transport Fund. 
Over 10 years this will be a $10.7 billion investment in the State Highway network. 
Priority projects for that investment include the seven initial “Roads of National Significance”: 
The Government expects these projects to be substantially progressed over the next 10 years.  This is in 
addition to the Crown investment in transport infrastructure of $142 million announced as part of the   
February fiscal stimulus package. There has also been the Prime Minister’s $50 million pledge for the 
cycleway project, which has been  actively supported by CCANZ. 

Building & Construction Sector - Emphasis on Home Insulation 
While the major announcement in Budget 2009 regarding building and construction concerns the  
housing insulation package, the Minister of Finance Bill English specifically noted the importance of the 
Government’s work in streamlining and simplifying the Resource Management Act.  He also noted the 
Government’s intentions to reform the Building Act.  
Budget 2009 funds $323.3 million over four years for a campaign to fit homes with insulation and clean 
heating devices such as heat pumps and approved wood burners. The scheme, which is open to owners 
and occupiers of houses built before 2000, will start on July 1 this year. 
The New Zealand Insulation Fund's goal is to see up to 60,500 homes being insulated each year by 
2012/13.  This scheme is also intended to play an important role in stimulating the economy. It will      
generate jobs for New Zealanders involved in producing and installing insulation and clean heating. 
Government grants of up to $1,800 will be available for houses built before 2000 that require ceiling and 
under floor insulation or a clean heating device, regardless of income.  The programme will be delivered 
through the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Authority (EECA) as part of its EnergyWise programme. 
Budget 2009 will provide an extra $40 million for housing services over the next four years.  Most of the 
additional money – $20 million in capital funding – will go to Housing New Zealand’s Housing Innovation 
Fund.  Budget 2009 also provides $12 million over the next two financial years in operating funding for     
Housing New Zealand’s Rural Housing Programme. 
In summary, the transportation sector may have secured investment that will be of benefit to the cement 
and concrete industry, but there is little in Budget 2009 to stimulate the wider building and construction 
sector.  It is fair to say that the expectations raised within our sector by the Job Summit earlier in the year 
have not materialised, and we must continue our ascent from the bottom of the current economic cycle.     
For a copy of the Minister of Finance’s full speech and relevant documents, visit the Budget 2009 website. 
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CCANZ Library - Recent Additions 
Lessons Learned from the Barratt Green House by British Research       
Establishment (BRE) and The Concrete Centre 

This information paper is intended for housing professionals interested in the 
challenge of  delivering housing to zero carbon standards. The Barratt Green 
House, winner of the 2007 Home for the Future competition, and built on the 
BRE Innovation Park, uses innovative concrete products to achieve this         
aspiration with the design and construction involving the application of concrete 
products in the building fabric.  
Discussion follows how zero CO2 emissions were achieved through the adoption 
of low carbon and renewable energy technology. Key conclusions and the wider 
lessons learned are also brought together. 
This title is BRE Information Paper IP 3/09. 
To borrow this or the following item email the CCANZ library: library@cca.org.nz 
 

Powders and Bulk Solids: Behaviour,  Characterisation, Storage and Flow by D. Schulze 

This book concentrates on powder flow properties, their measurement and      
applications. These topics are explained starting from the interactions between 
individual particles up to the design of silos. A wide range of problems are      
discussed such as flow obstructions, segregation and vibrations. The goal is to 
provide an understanding of the powder flow, and to show practical solutions.  
In the first part the fundamentals of bulk solids flow are outlined: particle-particle 
interactions, stress, friction, strength, density, flow properties and methods of 
measurement, test procedures, specific properties of powders and how they are 
influenced by moisture, temperature, and flow agents.  
The second part deals with the application of the flow properties in the design of 
properly working bulk solid containers. Other topics include: the technical design 
of silo walls, feeders, discharge aids, inserts, the assessment of stresses in silos, 
segregation and how to avoid it, and vibrations or shocks occurring in silos.  

Upcoming Conferences 
NZ Transport Agency & NZIHT 2009 Annual Conference. 1-3 November 2009, Rotorua 

                      

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
This annual transportation conference is an opportunity to present papers on proposed initiatives, to 
evaluate existing systems and to give members serving the sector a chance to raise important issues.  
One major focus will be to improve customer service and reduce the cost of compliance, hence the theme 
for this conference "Customer Driven Highways". Visit the conference website. 


